
IBC 907.9.2 Audible Alarms. Audible alarm notification appliances shall be 
provided and shall sound a distinctive sound that is not to be used for any 
purpose other than that of a fire alarm.  The audible notification appliances shall 
provide a sound pressure level of 15 decibels (dBA) above the average ambient 
sound level or 5 dBA above the maximum sound level having a duration of at 
least 60 seconds, whichever is greater, in every occupied space within the 
building.  The minimum sound pressure levels shall be: 70 dBA in occupancies in 
Group R and Group I-1; 90 dBA in mechanical equipment rooms; and 60 dBA in 
other occupancies.  The maximum sound pressure level for audible alarm 
notification appliances shall be 120 dBA at the minimum hearing distance from 
the audible appliance.  Where the average ambient noise is greater than 105 dBA, 
visible alarm notification appliances shall be provided in accordance with NFPA 
72 and audible alarm notification appliances shall not be required. 
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